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Abstract 

Cross-border conflicts have led to the loss of many human lives and the displacement of 

various groups. The purpose of the study is to provide a historical perspective of security 

relations between Kenya and Uganda from 1962-2024. The study reviewed various literatures 

and a major gap was identified. Theoretically, the study adopted the ideas of bureaucratic 

theory propounded by Max Weber in 1921. Methodologically, due to the qualitative nature of 

the research, the study embraced historical research design because it helps in evaluating 

and relating the past occurrences in order to establish the causes, effects or trends of those 

occurrences with the aim of using the data to understand and explain the past or present and 

future anticipated events. The study found out that; first, the security relations between Kenya 

and Uganda during the 1960s characterized by a spirit of regional cooperation. Secondly, the 

independence and early relations between Kenya and Uganda in 1960s laid a solid foundation 

for future collaboration and partnership in matters of security. Lastly, Kenya and Uganda 

have collaborated on regional peacekeeping efforts, including deployments to conflict zones 

such as Somalia and South Sudan. In Conclusion, in assessing the security relations between 

Kenya and Uganda, it becomes clear that bureaucratic structures, processes and governance 

mechanisms play a crucial role in shaping bilateral cooperation and development. 
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Introduction 

 

Many people have died and many tribes have been displaced as a result of cross-border 

conflicts. These socioeconomically and politically motivated types of violence seem to target 

the elderly, women, and children the most (Wali, 2015). About 80% of displaced individuals 

and refugees in Africa are women and children, according to former UN secretary-general 

Layashi Yaker's 1994 report. In times of civil unrest and war, there is a high prevalence of 

violations of women's and girls' fundamental rights. These consist of offences like abuse, 

neglect, rape, and torture (Coomaraswamy and Kois, 2000). In Somalia, Northern Uganda, 

Kenya after the 2007 election, and Darfur, women have found themselves in precarious 

situations where they are unable to meet their basic needs and have limited access to resources. 

The region's acts of violence and lawlessness make it impossible for governmental, civil, 
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nonprofit, or community-based projects to be carried out. Communities often fear being 

attacked by bandits or raiders (Ibid).  

People feeling of worth, dignity, and harmony are frequently undermined by the wilful taking 

of life and property as well as by the employment of terror in all its forms. It should be 

highlighted that both sustained socioeconomic development and the respect and enjoyment of 

human rights depend on a peaceful environment. Darfur, Somalia, eastern Uganda, and 

Northwestern Kenya shouldn't be an exception to this norm. It's also important to note that 

security forces frequently turn their ire towards the general populace, accusing them of 

working along with the bandits, when their efforts to combat them fail (Mkutu, 2005). The 

security personnel frequently seize livestock as a kind of punishment in an effort to coerce the 

locals into returning stolen animals. Next follows allegations of torture and rape made by 

villagers and human rights advocates against the security personnel. However, some local 

residents who would be thought to be government informants could potentially face harsh 

punishment from the robbers. This puts the locals at danger or leaves them unclear about how 

to strike a balance between the two forces. Victims of such situations frequently flee, evading 

the grasp of either group. 

 

Methodology 

 

The study adopted historical research design (Seaman, 2008). This is due to the fact that 

historical research design is a plan or strategy wherein a researcher gathers data in a 

methodical manner and assesses it by comparing it to past occurrences in order to determine 

the causes, effects, or trends of those occurrences. The goal of this process is to use the data 

to comprehend and explain past, present, and/or future anticipated events (Leedy and Jeanne, 

2001). The papers in the historical research design are primarily descriptive. The narrative of 

events in a chronological order opens the analysis, which next tackles the issues of relationship, 

explanation, and outcome (Hans, 2001).  Giving a thorough account of what participants 

reported and saw in answer to the research questions was the primary goal here. The study 

region is near Lake Victoria, the border with Busia, Malaba, Mount Elgon, and the boundary 

between Kenya and Uganda. Administrative directors, diplomats, immigration agents, 

security guards, traders, and certain homeowners with land near the border were among the 

groups targeted.  

Since the study was qualitative in nature, it used the purposive and snowballing techniques to 

contact its respondents. Both primary and secondary data collection techniques were used in 

this study (Ngozwana. 2018). This is because, the researcher purposively approached the key 

stakeholders targeted by the study, thereafter, used snowballing to reach those they were 

referred to by those respondents who were purposively selected. Observations, questionnaires, 

oral interviews, focus groups, and archival sources were the key instruments used in the 

primary data collection process. The researcher used books, scholarly publications, the 

internet, reports, and newspapers to gather secondary data. This was done thematically so as 

to maintain the purpose and the objective of the study. Focus groups, interviews, and open-

ended questionnaires were used to gather the data. The study analysed the collected data 

primarily using content analysis. This is true because content analysis is a research method 

used to find specific terms, topics, or ideas in texts that make up a given set of qualitative data. 

 

Results and Discussion of Findings 
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The security relations between Kenya and Uganda have been characterized by a complex 

interplay of cooperation, competition, and occasional tensions since both nations gained 

independence in the early 1960s. The oral interviews conducted by the researcher provided an 

assessment of the security relations between Kenya and Uganda from 1962 to the time in 

which the study was conducted. 

 

Independence and Early Relations (1960s) 

Both countries started on a path of nation-building as they came out of the shadow of colonial 

control and tried to negotiate the challenges of regional security. Thomas Ouna, a key 

informant and respondent to the study's interview, claimed that: 

A new period characterized by optimism, cooperation, and a shared 

commitment to promoting peace and security in the region began to emerge in 

the early 1960s. The understanding of their mutual reliance in preserving their 

sovereignty and territorial integrity was one of the key characteristics of Kenya-

Uganda security ties during this period. It was believed that in order to solve 

shared security problems and advance regional stability, mutual cooperation 

and collaboration were essential (Thomas Ouna, (78 Years), O. I in Busia Town, 

11/11/2023). 

The interviewee continued by stating that the development of diplomatic relations between 

Kenya and Uganda served as an example of this cooperation. Thus, this research revealed that 

both countries really recognised the value of communication and engagement and worked to 

develop mutual trust and understanding through diplomatic channels. This set the stage for a 

framework of collaboration on security-related issues. Furthermore, another respondent 

interrogated, by the study, Keya Erick posited that: 

Throughout the 1960s, joint military drills and intelligence sharing were 

important aspects of Kenya-Uganda relations. These programs promoted a 

sense of unity and solidarity in the face of possible security threats in addition 

to improving the operational capabilities of their individual armed forces (Erick 

Keya, (85 Years), O. I in Malaba, 7/11/2023). 

Additionally, an interviewee from the border added to the voice by positing to the study that: 

Another aspect of the security relationship between Kenya and Uganda in the 

1960s was the regional cooperative spirit. Both countries understood how 

crucial greater East African integration was to fostering security and peace. 

Measures like the establishment of the East African Community demonstrated 

their dedication to promoting cross-border security cooperation and economic 

integration (Kelvin Wangamati, (80 Years), O. I in Akiriamet, 11/11/2023). 

The study did find, however, that there were difficulties along the way to cooperation. The 

security relations between Kenya and Uganda are periodically strained by ethnic tensions, 

political rivalries, and border disputes (Njeri, 2020). The intricacies of nation-building and the 

precarious balance between reiterating sovereignty and promoting regional collaboration were 

highlighted by these internal dynamics. 
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This study comes to the conclusion that Kenya and Uganda's independence and early 

interactions in the 1960s set a strong foundation for future cooperation and partnership in 

security-related issues based on the information gathered from the oral interviews. 

Notwithstanding the difficulties and unpredictabilities of the moment, both countries showed 

a desire to communicate, work together on shared security concerns, and support the more 

general objective of advancing peace and stability in East Africa (Powell, 2005). 

Max Weber's interpretivism philosophy and bureaucratic theory clarified the security 

connections between Kenya and Uganda in the 1960s. Collaboration and mutual assistance 

were essential for preserving sovereignty and resolving shared security issues. Diplomatic 

relations and communication have shown their dedication to mutual understanding and trust-

building. The armed services' capabilities were strengthened and unity was promoted through 

cooperative military drills and intelligence sharing. Both countries prioritized regional 

unification through programs like the East African Community, stressing economic 

integration and security cooperation, despite sporadic conflicts and disputes. Weber's 

emphasis on organisational structures and shared knowledge in forming inter-state 

interactions was reflected in these early initiatives, which established a strong foundation for 

future cooperation. 

Idi Amin Era (1970s) 

While interrogating various respondents on security matters, an FGD went ahead to inform 

the study on issues that occurred during Idi Amin Era. Therefore, an FGD in the border posited 

that: 

A number of significant events that impacted the security environment in the 

region occurred under Idi Amin's rule in Uganda, which lasted from 1971 to 

1979. Amin's dictatorship was marked by authoritarianism, violations of human 

rights, and assertive foreign policy that had a significant impact on Kenya and 

other nearby nations (FGD of Business persons in Busia border– Uganda, on 

5/1/2024). 

In this instance, the study also found that the strain in diplomatic ties between Kenya and 

Uganda was one of the period's distinguishing characteristics. Tensions between the two 

countries increased as a result of Amin's erratic actions and aggressive speech, which fostered 

mistrust and uncertainty (Rubin, 2014). Kenya found itself in a delicate position, balancing 

the imperative of maintaining regional stability with the need to protect its own interests and 

citizens. 

Furthermore, the effects of Amin's government went beyond diplomatic channels and 

materialised as real security risks along the Kenya-Uganda border. John Okapel, who 

responded to this study and told it of this, stated that: 

Amin's provocative acts, such as the acquisition of Tanzanian territory, and his 

support for extremist organisations presented serious security risks for Kenya. 

The flood of migrants fleeing Amin's persecution made matters worse, taxing 

Kenya's resources and putting the system's ability to fend for itself to the test 

(John Okapel (82 Years), O. I in Kapesuru, 11/11/2023). 

From the discussion with John Okapel, the study further discovered that, one illustrative 

example of the security implications of the Idi Amin era was the Entebbe hostage crisis of 
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1976. Based on this discovery, an informant, John Okapel went ahead to substantiate this point 

by saying that: 

The hijacking of an Air France aircraft by terrorists from Germany and Palestine, 

followed by its landing at Entebbe Airport in Uganda, highlighted the region's 

security vulnerabilities. Kenya demonstrated the common security concerns and 

collaborative efforts among East African countries in the face of external threats 

by playing a pivotal role in the international rescue mission (John Okapel (82 

Years), O. I in Kapesuru, 11/11/2023). 

Furthermore, the study concluded that Amin's assertive foreign policy and territorial 

aspirations prompted worries about the wider consequences for regional stability. Kenya and 

other surrounding nations kept a close eye on Amin's activities and worked to reduce any 

security threats by forming regional alliances and diplomatic channels (Ahmed, 2016). 

Overall, the study acknowledges the contributions of the respondents by asserting that there 

were increased security risks and diplomatic difficulties between Kenya and Uganda during 

the Idi Amin era (Tar, 2021). Amin's harsh foreign policy and autocratic government posed 

serious obstacles to regional security, putting bilateral ties to the test and emphasising the need 

for collaboration in combating shared risks (Wirajuda, 2014). The study also revealed that, in 

spite of the hardships of the time, Kenya and Uganda showed fortitude and unity in negotiating 

the difficulties of the Idi Amin era, creating the framework for future cooperation and 

partnership in the goal of promoting peace and stability in East Africa. 

Max Weber's interpretivism philosophy and bureaucratic theory shed light on the security 

dynamics of the Idi Amin era. Weber's emphasis on power dynamics within bureaucratic 

organisations is reflected in the tense diplomatic relations between Kenya and Uganda as a 

result of Amin's autocratic government and aggressive foreign policies. The refugee crisis and 

border security challenges highlighted the real-world effects of Amin's rule, which resonated 

with Weber's emphasis on institutional behaviour and how it affects society (Kheir, 2008). 

Kenya's involvement in the Entebbe hostage crisis is a prime example of regional cooperation 

against foreign dangers, which is consistent with Weber's theory of collective action to tackle 

security issues (Kasili, 2016). In spite of conflicts, the time period established the foundation 

for future cooperation, reinforcing Weber's theory of societal resilience in the face of hardship. 

 

Post-Amin Period (1980s-1990s) 

In the 1980s and 1990s, as both countries worked to move past the turbulent legacy of Amin's 

administration, they encountered fresh opportunities and difficulties that moulded their 

security dynamics (Hopkins and Wallerstein, 1996). This point of view was the basis for the 

study's interest in the responses. Justus Mulanya, one of the study's respondents, clarified that: 

The security environment in East Africa underwent a sea change in 1979 with 

the ouster of Idi Amin. Following Amin's departure, President Milton Obote led 

Uganda on a road of peace and reconstruction. Kenya and Uganda have the 

chance to assess their security relationship and look into ways to work together 

in a post-conflict setting as a result of this shift(Justus Mulanya, (63 Years), O. 

I in Korisishiandet, 18/11/2023). 

Furthermore, Justus Mulanya, added to the study that: 
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A significant advancement that transpired during this time frame was the 

reconfirmation of bilateral relations between Kenya and Uganda. Both 

countries understood the need of regional stability and collaboration in 

combating shared security concerns and promoting economic growth. They 

consequently inked a number of agreements meant to strengthen their security 

cooperation, including as cooperative border patrols and intelligence sharing 

programs (Justus Mulanya, (63 Years), O. I in Korisishiandet, 18/11/2023). 

The researcher concluded from the discussion above that economic cooperation was a major 

factor in the improvement of Kenya-Uganda security relations. Moreover, a respondent 

reaffirmed this position while stating that: 

Trade agreements and infrastructure development initiatives fostered 

connectivity and cross-border trade, generating economic interdependencies 

that bolstered bilateral stability and collaboration. Furthermore, programs like 

the East African Community offered a forum for closer cooperation and 

integration in security-related areas (Pascal Omusa, (52 Years), O. I in 

Keng’ololo, 15/11/2023). 

Kenya and Uganda also had to deal with similar security issues in the 1980s and 1990s, 

including the rise in armed insurgencies and transnational criminality. As stated by Boniface 

Otieno,  

In order to combat new dangers, both countries worked closely together to share 

intelligence and coordinate security actions. For instance, coordinated attempts 

to counter the Lord's Resistance Army, a rebel organisation active in northern 

Uganda and surrounding nations, were made easier by the Nairobi Agreement 

of 1985(Bonface Otieno, (76 Years), O. I in Kawalun, 18/11/2023). 

Thus, the study found that there were difficulties in the security ties between Kenya and 

Uganda even in the face of these encouraging advancements. The strength of their bilateral 

ties was occasionally put to the test by trade conflicts, border disputes, and diplomatic 

squabbles.  However, in settling disagreements and continuing positive cooperation, both 

countries showed a dedication to communication and diplomacy. 

Based on preceding discourse, the research comes to the conclusion that there was a notable 

shift in Kenya-Uganda security relations in the aftermath of the Idi Amin regime. A new spirit 

of cooperation and teamwork, motivated by common goals and ambitions for regional peace 

and prosperity, rose from the ashes of violence and instability (Diarra, 2018). The 1980s and 

1990s set the stage for further security integration and cooperation between these two adjacent 

countries, despite ongoing hurdles. 

The bureaucratic theory and interpretivism philosophy of Max Weber clarified the post-Amin 

security dynamics. Weber's emphasis on institutional transformation and adjustment to 

changing political conditions is reflected in Uganda's shift from conflict to reconstruction 

under Milton Obote. The focus that Weber places on formal frameworks and logical decision-

making when tackling security issues is exemplified by the bilateral agreements and economic 

cooperation that exist between Kenya and Uganda (Kamau, 2013). Weberian ideas of 

coordination and collaborative action in response to shared threats are well-exemplified by 

cooperative attempts to counter insurgencies, like the Lord's Resistance Army. The period 



African Journal of Education Science and Technology (AJEST) Vol. 8 No.1 (October, 2024) 

University of Eldoret, Kenya, Mount Kenya University, Kenya, Chukwuemeka Odemegwu Ojukwu University, 
Nigeria, Kyambogo University, Uganda and University of Makeni, Sierra Leone 

 ISSN: 2309:9240, All Rights Reserved for all authors in this Journal 

- 384 - 

supports Weber's theory that bureaucratic institutions play a critical role in establishing 

security connections and promoting regional stability, notwithstanding sporadic conflicts. 

Security Relations between Kenya and Uganda during Kenyatta, Moi, Kibaki and 

Uhuru Tenures 

The security relationship between Kenya and Uganda experienced notable changes from 1963 

to 1978 while Jomo Kenyatta was president, exhibiting a combination of collaboration and 

friction (Kiganka, 2018). Bilateral relations between the two countries were initially 

characterised by hope and collaboration as they both aimed to advance economic integration 

and stability in the area. Fostering good relations with surrounding governments, particularly 

Uganda, in accordance with the ideals of pan-Africanism and regional solidarity, was given 

top priority by Kenyatta's administration. 

However, after Idi Amin became president of Uganda in 1971, problems started to arise. 

Amin's expansionist goals and harsh methods caused unrest in the area, straining ties between 

Kenya and Uganda (Mwakikagile, 2012). The Kenyatta government had to strike a careful 

diplomatic balance in order to respond to Amin's provocative acts while also preserving 

stability. Despite attempts to interact positively with the Ugandan administration, mistrust and 

suspicion persisted between the two nations. 

When Amin charged Kenya in 1976 with aiding rebel groups attempting to topple his 

government, the situation became more heated. These accusations caused diplomatic relations 

to deteriorate and occasionally resulted in border confrontations between Kenyan and 

Ugandan military (Mumo and Guyo, 2018). Kenyatta was under pressure to react forcefully 

to Amin's provocations, but he chose to pursue a non-interference strategy, avoiding conflict 

but tacitly endorsing opposition parties hostile to Amin's government. 

The security relationship between Kenya and Uganda was marked by a careful balancing act 

between cautious diplomacy and collaboration throughout Jomo Kenyatta's presidency 

(Munene, 2013). Underlying tensions continued despite efforts to keep good relations and 

address common security concerns, especially in light of Amin's destabilising actions. 

Kenyatta prioritised stability over outright conflict and used pragmatism to protect Kenya's 

interests while negotiating the intricacies of regional politics (Motwani, 2015). 

Furthermore, Kenyatta's presidency's security dynamics between Kenya and Uganda mirrored 

the region's larger geopolitical difficulties at the time (Walsh, 2020). Kenya remained 

dedicated to regional cooperation and stability in spite of the difficulties presented by Amin's 

dictatorship because it understood how crucial it was to keep positive relations with its 

neighbours for the development and security of the area as a whole. 

Between 1978 and 2002, when Daniel Arap Moi was president, there were notable swings in 

the security relations between Kenya and Uganda due to both internal instability and regional 

warfare (Mumo and Guyo, 2018). Kenya-Uganda ties were tense during the early years of 

Moi's reign, from 1978 to the early 1980s, because of persistent misgivings about Idi Amin's 

dictatorship. The enduring memory of Amin's assertive tactics and expansionist aspirations 

clouds bilateral relations, impeding attempts to cultivate confidence and collaboration 

between the two countries. 



African Journal of Education Science and Technology (AJEST) Vol. 8 No.1 (October, 2024) 

University of Eldoret, Kenya, Mount Kenya University, Kenya, Chukwuemeka Odemegwu Ojukwu University, 
Nigeria, Kyambogo University, Uganda and University of Makeni, Sierra Leone 

 ISSN: 2309:9240, All Rights Reserved for all authors in this Journal 

- 385 - 

But in 1979, just before Moi took office, Amin's dictatorship was overthrown, marking a 

turning point in Kenya-Uganda ties (Anderson and Rolandsen, 2014). The possibility for 

peace and the restoration of diplomatic relations between the two nations arose with Amin's 

departure. Early in the 1980s, Moi's administration made an effort to communicate positively 

with Uganda's new leadership, indicating a change in the course of the two countries' 

relationship. 

In the late 1980s and early 1990s, Kenya and Uganda made noteworthy efforts to strengthen 

their security cooperation. Both nations understood the need of working together to tackle 

cross-border crimes such as the illegal arms trade, human trafficking, and smuggling 

(Kimemeia, 2000). During this time, collaborative efforts were started to enhance intelligence 

sharing and fortify border security in order to combat shared security challenges and advance 

regional stability. 

Kenya and Uganda occasionally had tensions in spite of these attempts, particularly in the 

middle to late 1990s. Tensions in bilateral relations resulted from Uganda's involvement in 

crises in nearby nations, namely the Democratic Republic of the Congo (Onyango, 2010). 

Periodic miscommunications and disagreements between the two countries in the late 1990s 

brought to light the challenges of maintaining security cooperation in a volatile region marked 

by conflicting interests and geopolitical rivalry. 

However, during Moi's presidency, the general course of Kenya-Uganda security ties was one 

of circumspect engagement and sporadic cooperation (Shule, 2016). Even in the face of 

sporadic differences, diplomatic channels remained open throughout the 1980s and 1990s, 

enabling for cooperation and communication on a variety of security problems. Moi 

prioritised security and stability in his practical approach to regional diplomacy, aiming to 

reduce tensions and foster understanding between Kenya and Uganda (Omondi, 2021). 

Despite ongoing obstacles, such as the lingering effects of previous wars and the intricacies 

of regional geopolitics, Moi's government remained dedicated to seeking positive interactions 

with Uganda and other surrounding nations in order to further common security goals. 

As a result, there were both opportunities and challenges in the security relations between 

Kenya and Uganda under Daniel Arap Moi's presidency. There were times when tensions and 

arguments tempered efforts to strengthen collaboration in fighting cross-border crime and 

fostering regional stability (Diarra, 2018). However, the general course of Kenya-Uganda 

security ties demonstrated a dedication to practical diplomacy meant to further common 

security objectives in the East African area. 

Security ties between Kenya and Uganda underwent a new phase marked by increased 

cooperation and shared security concerns under the presidency of Mwai Kibaki, which ran 

from 2002 to 2013 (Mumo and Guyo, 2018). More cooperation between the two nations was 

required due to the rise of terrorist threats from organisations like Al-Shabaab in Somalia and 

the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) in Uganda. The administration of Kibaki collaborated 

closely with Ugandan officials to tackle shared security concerns, such as counterterrorism 

endeavours and peacekeeping missions in the region. To improve border security and fight 

transnational crime, channels for exchanging intelligence and conducting joint military 

exercises were devised (Otieno, 2019). Under Kibaki's leadership, Kenya and Uganda 

strengthened their security alliance despite sporadic disagreements on regional matters, such 
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as how to handle the wars in Sudan and South Sudan, realizing the significance of regional 

peace for their shared economy. 

Security relations between Kenya and Uganda have continued to change under President 

Uhuru Kenyatta's leadership from 2013 to 2022 in response to shifting regional dynamics and 

new threats (Kenyanya, 2022). Both nations have had serious security issues as a result of the 

growth of terrorist organizations in East Africa, especially Al-Shabaab. This has prompted 

increased efforts to coordinate counterterrorism operations and improve border security. To 

combat shared dangers and dismantle terrorist networks operating in the area, cooperative 

patrols and intelligence-sharing systems have been formed (Kenda, 2022). Kenya and Uganda 

have also worked together on regional peacekeeping missions, which have included 

deployments to conflict areas like South Sudan and Somalia. Under Uhuru Kenyatta's 

presidency, the general trajectory of security relations between Kenya and Uganda has been 

one of practical cooperation and mutual assistance in addressing shared security challenges, 

notwithstanding sporadic conflicts over subjects like trade disputes and border security. 

Recent Developments (2000 – 2023) 

Both countries' security dynamics changed as they dealt with the opportunities and difficulties 

of the twenty-first century and adjusted to new geopolitical, economic, and social pressures. 

The 2000s were a pivotal time in the worldwide war against terrorism, with Kenya and Uganda 

leading the way in regional initiatives to counter this shared threat (Otiso, 2009). Terrorist 

activity in the East African region, which includes Kenya and Uganda, has increased, mostly 

from Al-Shabaab and similar groups. As a result, both countries increased their 

counterterrorism collaboration, exchanging intelligence, working together, and reinforcing 

their borders to stop terrorist elements from entering. 

The attacks carried out by terror groups like Al-Shabaab groups were the most prominent 

security concern that was currently on the respondents' minds. In response, Nehobe Andrew 

told the researcher that: 

The Al-Shabaab-planned explosions in Kampala in 2010 provided as a sobering 

reminder of Kenya and Uganda's shared vulnerability. Following this sad 

incident, the two countries strengthened their cooperation, sending troops to 

support the African Union Mission in Somalia in an effort to combat the 

terrorist threat originating from the unstable Horn of Africa (Andrew Nehobe, 

(63 Years), O. I in Kapoloko, 22/11/2023). 

The analysis also revealed that, in fact, Kenya-Uganda ties remained based on economic 

cooperation far into the 2000s and beyond. Nehobe Andrew proceeded to clarify to the 

researcher that:  

The endeavour to improve regional connection is best demonstrated by the 

Standard Gauge Railway project, which links the port of Mombasa, Kenya, with 

Kampala, the capital of Uganda. This infrastructure project simplified trade 

procedures and lessened logistical obstacles, which improved border security in 

addition to facilitating the flow of commodities (Andrew Nehobe, (63 Years), 

O. I in Kapoloko, 22/11/2023). 



African Journal of Education Science and Technology (AJEST) Vol. 8 No.1 (October, 2024) 

University of Eldoret, Kenya, Mount Kenya University, Kenya, Chukwuemeka Odemegwu Ojukwu University, 
Nigeria, Kyambogo University, Uganda and University of Makeni, Sierra Leone 

 ISSN: 2309:9240, All Rights Reserved for all authors in this Journal 

- 387 - 

Thus, the study found that although Kenya and Uganda's security ties improved in response 

to outside threats, sporadic tensions continued, frequently stemming from border disputes and 

economic issues (Leff, 2009). Nonetheless, both countries showed that they were dedicated 

to settling these differences amicably and diplomatically. The Migingo Island issue in Lake 

Victoria is a case in point, when the two governments participated in diplomatic negotiations 

to address territorial concerns and maintain regional stability, according to Wasike Titus, who 

posted to the study (Titus Wasike, (41 Years), O. I in Okiporo, 24/11/2023). Wasike Titus 

went on to inform the study that: 

Kenya and Uganda have had to deal with new cyber security dangers in addition 

to more conventional security issues in recent years. Given the growing 

dependence of both countries on digital infrastructure, it is imperative that they 

work together to combat cyber threats. Collaborative efforts aimed at 

exchanging information and enhancing capabilities highlight the understanding 

that security has changed in the modern day (Titus Wasike, (41 Years), O. I in 

Okiporo, 24/11/2023. 

Based on the study's preceding results, it can be concluded that, in general, Kenya and 

Uganda's security ties during the 2000s and beyond exhibit a complex interaction between 

cooperation, resilience, and adaptation. Common problems, such as border conflicts and 

terrorism, have encouraged cooperation, while new prospects for cooperative projects are 

brought about by economic integration and technology breakthroughs. Their dedication to 

communication and collaboration is essential to the continued stability and prosperity of the 

East African area as Kenya and Uganda negotiate the intricacies of the contemporary security 

environment. 

Conclusions and Recommendations 

The analysis of Kenya-Uganda security relations from 1962 to 2024 sheds light on important 

implications for comprehending the dynamics of regional security. It charts the transition from 

the post-independence optimism of the 1960s, which was marked by regional integration and 

mutual collaboration, to the difficulties brought about by the government of Idi Amin. This 

historical synopsis demonstrates how early military and diplomatic cooperation created the 

foundation for future cooperation in spite of ensuing conflicts. The study shows a complicated 

interaction between collaboration and rivalry, especially during the Amin administration when 

assertive foreign policy and violations of human rights led to strained ties.  

Nonetheless, the post-Amin era signalled a resurgence of bilateral collaboration and 

emphasised the significance of institutional resilience and diplomatic engagement in tackling 

security issues. A framework for comprehending these dynamics is offered by Max Weber's 

interpretivism and bureaucratic theory, which demonstrate how ideas of cooperation and 

institutional adaptation were important in handling economic problems and threats to shared 

security. The continuous influence of historical relations on present security policies is further 

demonstrated by contemporary developments like the Standard Gauge Railway and 

counterterrorism initiatives. The report provides a thorough understanding of Kenya-Uganda 

relations and their changing dynamics, highlighting the need for ongoing collaboration in 

combating both established and new security threats. 

Security relations between Kenya and Uganda have also been influenced by bureaucratic 

mechanisms aimed at maintaining stability and cooperation. Bureaucratic coordination 
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between security agencies has been essential in addressing cross-border threats, including 

terrorism, organized crime, and border disputes. However, bureaucratic challenges, such as 

red tape and corruption, have at times hampered effective responses to security challenges. In 

assessing the security relations between Kenya and Uganda, it becomes clear that bureaucratic 

structures, processes, and governance mechanisms play a crucial role in shaping bilateral 

cooperation and development. Moving forward, addressing bureaucratic inefficiencies, 

promoting transparency, and fostering trust between the two nations will be essential for 

enhancing security relations in the region. Overall, the chapter highlights the intricate 

interplay between bureaucratic governance and security dynamics in shaping the relationship 

between Kenya and Uganda since 1962. By understanding these complexities, policymakers 

can better navigate the challenges and opportunities facing bilateral cooperation and 

contribute to the long-term stability and prosperity of both nations. 

To successfully manage and reduce sporadic tensions, both countries should place a high 

priority on bolstering their diplomatic ties. According to the historical background, early 

cooperation laid the groundwork for future cooperation, which needs to be continually 

strengthened. Maintaining stability and tackling common security challenges need regular 

communication as well as cooperative efforts like intelligence sharing and military exercises. 

This research emphasises how critical it is to adjust to new threats, like cyberattacks and 

evolving terrorist tactics. By investing in technology and creating cooperative methods to 

address these emerging threats, both nations should step up their cooperation efforts in these 

areas. Since these projects promote stability and lower logistical hurdles, they should be used 

to enhance regional connection and economic integration. This includes the Standard Gauge 

Railway project. The study concludes by highlighting the necessity of a strong institutional 

framework for resolving conflicts, including those involving borders and economic matters. 

To address and resolve these issues amicably, Kenya and Uganda should set up strong dispute 

resolution and diplomatic negotiating processes. Both countries can build on their past 

cooperation to promote long-lasting peace and security in the area by heeding these guidelines. 
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